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 >Cobalt Park, the largest business park in the UK

FOCUS ON NORTH TYNESIDEin association with North Tyneside Council

NORTH Tyneside is open for 
business. It’s a place of new 
and growing opportunities 

that is building on its reputation for 
excellence, expertise and energy. 

Over the last few years, North 
Tyneside has cemented its status as a 
location of choice for businesses 
looking for state-of-the-art premises 
in a well-connected base. 

Cobalt and Quorum business parks 
continue to lead the way in top-qual-
ity office space, while Indigo Park 
and Swans Offshore Energy Park are 
developing world-class advanced 
manufacturing and distribution 
hubs. Business successes are 

everywhere, from the 56% increase in 
self-employment since 2012 to the 
Enterprising Britain award for the 
council’s business support schemes. 

The Business Factory supported 
more than 700 clients with business 
start-up advice last year, while the 
Business Forum has more than 800 
members and a busy programme of 
networking events.  

The borough is more than just a 
great place to do business though.

North Tyneside has a perfect mix 
of coastal, urban and rural living for 
its growing population.

It boasts attractive and affordable 
family housing alongside executive 

homes and top-quality retirement 
apartments – forming part of the 
council’s commitment to provide 
3,000 affordable homes and 900 
apartments for older residents by 
2025.

Tynemouth once again appeared 
in The Sunday Times’ best places to 
live list in 2017, and North Shields 
was also noted for its ongoing revival.

Both North Shields and Wallsend 
town centres have benefitted from 
substantial investment making them 
more attractive and vibrant for 
shoppers and visitors.

Young people are offered the best 
start in life with some of the best-

performing schools in the UK on the 
doorstep, and GCSE and A-level 
results continue to be higher than the 
national averages. 

North Tyneside’s beaches are some 
of the best in the country with a 
collection of Blue Flag awards – and 
they were noted among the best in 
Europe for their water quality by 
Defra last year. 

More than five million visitors flock 
to North Tyneside annually. The 
flagship Mouth of Tyne Festival 
brought 100,000 visitors to the area in 
2017, while the North Shields 
Victorian Christmas Market wel-
comed 30,000 shoppers. A packed 
events programme and headline acts 
at the Playhouse ensure visitors are 
spoilt for choice with things to see 
and do. 

This year is all about North 
Tyneside reaping the rewards of the 
investment made in its land and 
infrastructure. 

Road improvement schemes will 
enhance connectivity with Newcastle 
and Teesside, while housing develop-
ments in Northumberland Square, 
The Avenue and High Point will bring 
a new collection of top-quality 
homes to the market. 

The regeneration of Whitley Bay is 
moving at pace and signs of the £36 
million investment from the council’s 
seafront masterplan are clear. 

A new Premier Inn opened last 
summer and the restored Spanish 
City Dome will reopen in summer 
2018. The eagerly awaiting relaunch 
will see a collection of restaurants, 
events space and bars under one 

roof, adding to the vibrant coastal 
café, food and drink scene in North 
Shields, Tynemouth and Cullercoats. 

Norma Redfearn CBE, elected 
mayor of North Tyneside said: “I’m 
very proud of what we’ve achieved in 
North Tyneside in the last year. 

“Our businesses are thriving, new 
opportunities are everywhere and 
our people are developing skills that 
are opening the door to new jobs and 
prospects. 

“We are now seeing the results of 
our hard work and investment, with 
some spectacular regeneration and 
development projects completing 
this year. 

“2018 will be a year of huge 
excitement in North Tyneside – prov-
ing once again that we are a great 
place to live, work and visit.”

We are open for business

 >Elected mayor Norma Redfearn
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 >Richardson Dees Park in Wallsend
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 >Longsands Beach, Tynemouth

 >Quorum Business Park

LOCaTION, LOCaTION, 
LOCaTION 

The continued success of 
North Tyneside’s two major 
business parks shows the area 

remains a location of choice for UK 
and international firms. 

Cobalt Park, the largest of its kind 
in the UK, is 90% full, and Quorum 
Business Park in Benton is home to 
big-name firms such as ebiquity, 
British engines, Convergys and 

Greggs.There is no shortage of 
premium industrial space in the bor-
ough either. Indigo Park, an 82-acre 
development site offering opportu-
nities for bespoke industrial, 
distribution and R&D buildings, is 
progressing at pace. 

Swans Offshore energy Park, in 
Wallsend, offers a blank canvas of 34 
acres for companies looking to make 
their mark in the advanced manu-
facturing, R&D, marine, offshore 
renewable and oil and gas sectors. 

New year, new opportunities

2018 is a year that North Tyneside will embark on new 
opportunities and see the rewards of its ongoing 
investment in land, infrastructure and renewal

TaLENTED wORkFORCE
North Tyneside is a place of opportunities for everyone. Last year, thousands of jobs were showcased at careers fairs for 
Quorum and Cobalt business parks – and 2,000 people went along to find exciting new roles. The fairs will return in May 
and September this year, offering more opportunities at all skills levels.

Apprenticeships are proving to be a huge source of talent for North Tyneside businesses. More than 2,200 people 
joined the workforce or moved to a new career through an apprenticeship last year, adding value and skills to firms of 
all sizes. With consistently higher than average GCSE and A-level results, the borough’s schools are also ensuring young 
people have the best start in life when it comes to job, training and higher education prospects. 

 >Swans Centre for Innovation

In association with North Tyneside Council 
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The regeneration works in Whitley Bay are 
almost complete and a new era will begin 
for the town when the restored Spanish 
City Dome reopens in summer 2018.

The iconic building will offer a collection 
of leisure facilities, including a fine dining 
seafood restaurant and champagne and 
oyster bar with floor-to-ceiling windows, 
plus stylish event spaces. 

Derelict former pubs and a hotel in the 

town are being transformed into new 
housing developments. Construction of 14 
luxury townhouses on the site of the 
former High Point Hotel on the Prom-
enade is due for completion in spring 
2018. It is a joint venture between North 
Tyneside Council and developers High 
Point View Ltd.

Plans to develop high-quality family 
homes on the sites of what were the 

Avenue and Whiskey Bends pubs are also 
moving ahead. 

Planning permission is in place for the 
Avenue scheme, which will see a develop-
ment of around 12 new homes, with 
building work expected to start on site in 
spring. Work is also ongoing to prepare 
the old Whiskey Bends pub for demolition 
with further plans for the site to be 
revealed in the near future.

A NEw ERA FOR 
THE COAST

North Tyneside Council is attracting 
new funding to North Shields to 
improve facilities on the working 
fish quay, while the Fiddler’s Green 
monument and award-winning 
restaurants such as The Staith House  
put the area on the map for tourists. 

Whether businesses need 
state-of-the-art office space or land 
to develop their manufacturing 
capabilities, North Tyneside has 
something to offer. 

GROwING ExpERTISE

North Tyneside is becoming 
well-known for its expertise in a 
wide range of sectors. 

The North East is home to the UK’s 
fastest-growing energy sector and 
North Tyneside is driving that 
reputation for excellence. Firms 
such as AIS and SMD are leading the 
way in oil, gas and offshore tech-
nologies, while wind energy is also 
proving to be a key growth area. 

There is also a strong network of 
financial and professional services 
businesses in North Tyneside. Banks 
including Tesco, Newcastle Building 
Society, Leeds Building Society and 
Santander have bases here, and 
shared services – with the likes of 
Engie and Balfour Beatty on 
Quorum Business Park – proving to 
be an emerging area of expertise. 

With the engineering, life sciences 
and digital sectors growing too, 
North Tyneside is securing its place 
as the location for hi-tech and 
specialist enterprises. 

NEw OppORTUNITIES

North Tyneside, alongside 
Newcastle and Northumberland, is 
part of the North of Tyne devolution 
deal – a development that could be 
great news for businesses in the 
borough. 

The three councils agreed a deal 
with government in November that 
would see unprecedented new 
powers coming to the area. An 
investment fund of £20m per year 
for the next 30 years will be used to 
generate £1.1bn for the local 
economy, leverage £2.1bn in private 
sector investment and create 10,000 
new and better jobs. With skills 
development, regeneration powers 
and enterprise pilots in the package, 
a North of Tyne devolution deal 
could offer a range of new opportu-
nities for businesses in or moving to 
the area.  

 ■ For more information about 
North Tyneside, contact:
Sean.collier@northtyneside.gov.uk
Tel: 0191 643 6409
www.investnorthtyneside.co.uk

 >Marden Quarry celebrated its 40th anniversary in 2017. Below, Northumberland Park

 >  Regeneration work at Whitley Bay    
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